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How!to!write!an!essay:!!!Shrek!

!
!

!
!
!
Writing!essays!is!quite!a!hard!thing!to!learn.!
!
Do!not!worry!if!you!find!it!difficult!at!first.!!Most!students!take!lots!
and!lots!of!years!to!learn!how!to!write!even!a!simple!essay.!
!
We!are!going!to!learn!this!skill!by!practicing!simple!Essay!
Questions,!to!help!you!get!the!hang!of!it.!
!
!
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Essay!Question:!!“What!elements!make!Shrek!an!effective!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!film?”!
!
What!does!elements!mean?!
It!means!the!features!of!the!film,!and!the!way!it!is!made.!
!
What!does!effective!mean?!
It!means!�good�!and!�successful�.!
!
Introduction:!
In!the!introduction!of!an!essay,!you!begin!with!a!nice,!general!
statement!about!the!topic.!!So!for!this!essay,!you!would!start!with!a!
nice,!general!statement!about!the!movie!�Shrek�.!
!
Shrek&is&a&wonderful&movie.&&It&is&great&for&all&ages&and&it&is&full&of&lots&
of&fairy&tale&characters&that&adults&and&children&will&know&and&love.&
!
Then,!you!look!at!the!essay!question,!and!you!find!a!way!to!write!
the!same!question,!but!in!your!own!words.!
!
The&purpose&of&this&essay&is&to&examine&what&features&of&Shrek&make&it&
such&a&great&film.!
!
Then,!you!write!a!sentence!giving!a!really,!quick!summary!about!
the!points!that!you!are!going!to!make!in!your!essay.!
!
The&three&features&that&will&be&discussed&in&this&essay&are&the&style&of&
humour&used&in&the&movie,&the&themes&of&the&movie&and&the&film&
techniques&used&to&make&the&movie.&
!
In!the!body!of!your!essay,!you!spend!a!couple!of!paragraphs!talking!
about!each!one!of!the!features!you!listed!in!your!introduction.!!!
!
Make!sure!that!you!give!plenty!of!examples,!so!the!reader!knows!
what!you!are!talking!about.!
!
!
!
!
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The!first!couple!of!paragraphs!are!for!Point!One.!
!
Shrek&uses&humour&all&through&the&movie&and&the&style&of&humour&is&
suitable&for&audiences&of&all&ages.&&Good&humour&is&really&important&
because&it&means&that&families&will&be&happy&to&take&their&children&to&
the&movie&because&it&will&be&appropriate&whether&they&are&younger&or&
older.&&&
&
There&are&a&lot&of&movies&that&are&really&funny&and&enjoyable&for&
young&children,&but&not&at&all&funny&for&older&teenagers&or&parents.&&
When&this&happens,&children&will&beg&to&go&to&the&movie,&but&their&
parents&will&not&be&so&keen.&&Movies&make&lots&of&money&from&their&
merchandise&and&from&selling&home&copies&of&the&movie,&but&it&the&
movie&is&too&young&and&silly,&parents&will&not&really&want&to&sit&down&
and&watch&it&at&home.&&&
&
Other&movies&have&humour&that&is&great&for&teenagers,&but&little&ones&
are&not&allowed&to&watch&it&because&it&might&have&swearing&in&it,&and&
grown&ups&will&not&want&to&watch&them&either&because&they&are&too&
mature&to&find&these&jokes&funny.&
&
Shrek&uses&humour&is&so&many&different&ways&that&there&is&something&
for&everyone.&&There&may&be&a&tiny&bit&of&cheeky&humour,&for&example&
when&Shrek&makes&bubbles&in&the&swamp,&but&the&humour&does&not&
cross&the&line.&&&
&
The&character,&Donkey,&is&great&for&humour&in&this&movie.&&He&is&
always&taking&every&situation&in&the&funniest&way&possible.&&For&
example,&when&Tinkerbell&spreads&fairy&dust,&it&is&Donkey&who&starts&
to&sing&and&fly&around.&&Everybody&in&the&audience&laughs&at&this.&&&
&
Parents&laugh&at&how&oldIfashioned&fairy&tales&are&being&changed&to&
fit&the&newer&story.&&&For&example,&the&wolf&laying&in&Shrek�s&bed&is&
the&character&from&Red&Riding&Hood&but&in&this&movie,&he&is&more&
funny&than&bad.&
!
The&humour&in&Shrek&makes&sure&that&people&want&to&watch&this&
movie&over&and&over&again&and&also&want&to&go&to&any&more&Shrek&
movies&that&come&out.&
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The!second!couple!of!paragraphs!are!for!Point!Two.!
!
Shrek&has&some&really&lovely&themes&that&are&great&for&audiences&of&
all&ages.&&One&theme&is&that&you&should&love&yourself&for&who&you&are,&
not&try&to&be&something&you&are&not.&&When&our&parents&were&growing&
up,&all&the&fairy&stories&had&beautiful&princesses&and&being&ugly&was&
the&same&as&being&evil.&&The&movie&Shrek&is&not&like&that&at&all&and&
Fiona&is&just&the&opposite.&&She&is&happiest&when&she&is&being&an&ogre&
because&that&is&who&she&really&is.&&She&has&the&choice&to&be&beautiful,&
but&if&she&chooses&her&beautiful&body&to&please&everyone&else,&she&will&
not&be&the&person&she&wants&to&be.&&Fiona&like&to&eat&rats,&play&rough&
and&have&mud&baths.&&For&Fiona,&by&choosing&to&be&an&ogre,&she&is&
choosing&to&be&her&real&self.&
&
Another&theme&is&that&there&is&someone&for&everyone&in&this&world.&&At&
the&start&of&the&movie,&Shrek&believes&that&there&would&never&be&
anyone&for&him&because&he&is&an&outsider.&&He&pretends&he&is&happy&but&
deep&inside&he&is&lonely.&&When&he&find&Fiona,&at&first&he&does&not&trust&
her&or&like&her.&&The&same&is&true&with&Donkey.&&Shrek&keeps&telling&
everyone&that&he&just&wants&to&be&by&himself.&&As&he&gets&to&know&
them,&Shrek&realises&that&not&every&body&is&trying&to&hunt&him&down.&&
Some&people&like&him&just&as&he&is.&&It&takes&Shrek&a&long&time&to&open&
up&to&have&friends&and&fall&in&love.&&When&he&does,&he&gets&confused&
and&hurt,&and&thinks&he&has&done&the&wrong&thing.&&In&the&end,&&
though,&he&finds&that&he&can&be&happy&and&have&friends&just&like&
everyone&else.&
&
&
These&themes&are&important&for&everybody&in&the&audience,&no&matter&
what&age&they&are&because&everybody&should&love&themselves&and&
everybody&has&special&friends&somewhere.&
!
!
The!third!couple!of!paragraphs!are!for!Point!Three.!
!
The&production&features&of&the&movie&Shrek&help&to&make&it&popular.&&
The&movie&is&a&computer&animation.&&This&is&better&than&live&action&
because&it&means&that&the&movie&makers&can&get&details&absolutely&
right.&&If&it&was&live&action,&they&would&have&dress&an&actor&up&like&

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����

&23<5,*+7��������3UHFLVLRQ�$FDGHPLFV�'HYHORSPHQWDO�&OLQLF



!

Shrek&and&it&would&not&be&the&same.&&The&Donkey&would&be&very&hard&
to&create&in&a&live&action&movie.&&&
&
Computers&can&be&very&useful&in&this&kind&of&fantasy&movie.&&That&is&
why&they&make&so&many&computer&movies&now.&&In&the&past&they&drew&
cartoons,&but&it&took&much,&much&longer&to&make&a&movie&this&way.&&
The&computers&can&speed&up&the&drawing&of&the&pictures&and&make&
the&pictures&much&brighter&and&amazing&to&look&at.&&Also,&famous&
actors&are&used&for&the&voices&so&that&it&really&comes&to&life&for&the&
audience.&
&
These&production&features&make&the&movie&look&really&sharp&and&
really&well&made.&&The&standards&are&kept&high&all&the&way&through&
the&movie.&
!
Finally,!your!conclusion!gives!you!a!really,!quick!summary!about!
the!points!that!you!did!make!in!your!essay.!!And,!at!the!very!end,!
make!a!general!statement!that!more!or!less!states!your!position!on!
the!essay!question.!
!
!
In&summary,&the&movie&Shrek&is&really&successful&because&it&brings&
together&great&humour&for&all&ages,&really&important&themes&that&
matter&to&lots&of&people&and&are&really&positive,&and&it&is&really,&really&
well&made&using&computers&and&famous&actors.&
Shrek&is&a&great&movie&that&made&millions&of&dollars&and&made&lots&of&
people&very&happy.&
!
!
Now,!read!through!the!whole!essay!to!see!how!it!flows:!
!
Shrek&is&a&wonderful&movie.&&It&is&great&for&all&ages&and&it&is&full&of&lots&
of&fairy&tale&characters&that&adults&and&children&will&know&and&love.&&
The&purpose&of&this&essay&is&to&examine&what&features&of&Shrek&make&it&
such&a&great&film.&&The&three&features&that&will&be&discussed&in&this&
essay&are&the&style&of&humour&used&in&the&movie,&the&themes&of&the&
movie&and&the&film&techniques&used&to&make&the&movie.&
&
&
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Shrek&uses&humour&all&through&the&movie&and&the&style&of&humour&is&
suitable&for&audiences&of&all&ages.&&Good&humour&is&really&important&

because&it&means&that&families&will&be&happy&to&take&their&children&to&
the&movie&because&it&will&be&appropriate&whether&they&are&younger&or&
older.&&&
&
There&are&a&lot&of&movies&that&are&really&funny&and&enjoyable&for&
young&children,&but&not&at&all&funny&for&older&teenagers&or&parents.&&
When&this&happens,&children&will&beg&to&go&to&the&movie,&but&their&
parents&will&not&be&so&keen.&&&
&
Movies&make&lots&of&money&from&their&merchandise&and&from&selling&
home&copies&of&the&movie,&but&it&the&movie&is&too&young&and&silly,&
parents&will&not&really&want&to&sit&down&and&watch&it&at&home.&&&
&
Other&movies&have&humour&that&is&great&for&teenagers,&but&little&ones&
are&not&allowed&to&watch&it&because&it&might&have&swearing&in&it,&and&
grown&ups&will&not&want&to&watch&them&either&because&they&are&too&
mature&to&find&these&jokes&funny.&
&
Shrek&uses&humour&is&so&many&different&ways&that&there&is&something&
for&everyone.&&There&may&be&a&tiny&bit&of&cheeky&humour,&for&example&
when&Shrek&makes&bubbles&in&the&swamp,&but&the&humour&does&not&
cross&the&line.&&&
&
The&character,&Donkey,&is&great&for&humour&in&this&movie.&&He&is&
always&taking&every&situation&in&the&funniest&way&possible.&&For&
example,&when&Tinkerbell&spreads&fairy&dust,&it&is&Donkey&who&starts&
to&sing&and&fly&around.&&&
&
Everybody&in&the&audience&laughs&at&this.&&Parents&laugh&at&how&oldI
fashioned&fairy&tales&are&being&changed&to&fit&the&newer&story.&&&For&
example,&the&wolf&laying&in&Shrek�s&bed&is&the&character&from&Red&
Riding&Hood&but&in&this&movie,&he&is&more&funny&than&bad.&
&
The&humour&in&Shrek&makes&sure&that&people&want&to&watch&this&
movie&over&and&over&again&and&also&want&to&go&to&any&more&Shrek&
movies&that&come&out.&
&
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&
Shrek&has&some&really&lovely&themes&that&are&great&for&audiences&of&

all&ages.&&One&theme&is&that&you&should&love&yourself&for&who&you&are,&
not&try&to&be&something&you&are&not.&&When&our&parents&were&growing&
up,&all&the&fairy&stories&had&beautiful&princesses&and&being&ugly&was&
the&same&as&being&evil.&&The&movie&Shrek&is&not&like&that&at&all&and&
Fiona&is&just&the&opposite.&&She&is&happiest&when&she&is&being&an&ogre&
because&that&is&who&she&really&is.&&She&has&the&choice&to&be&beautiful,&
but&if&she&chooses&her&beautiful&body&to&please&everyone&else,&she&will&
not&be&the&person&she&wants&to&be.&&Fiona&like&to&eat&rats,&play&rough&
and&have&mud&baths.&&For&Fiona,&by&choosing&to&be&an&ogre,&she&is&
choosing&to&be&her&real&self.&
&
Another&theme&is&that&there&is&someone&for&everyone&in&this&world.&&At&
the&start&of&the&movie,&Shrek&believes&that&there&would&never&be&
anyone&for&him&because&he&is&an&outsider.&&He&pretends&he&is&happy&but&
deep&inside&he&is&lonely.&&When&he&find&Fiona,&at&first&he&does&not&trust&
her&or&like&her.&&&
&
The&same&is&true&with&Donkey.&&Shrek&keeps&telling&everyone&that&he&
just&wants&to&be&by&himself.&&As&he&gets&to&know&them,&Shrek&realises&
that&not&every&body&is&trying&to&hunt&him&down.&&Some&people&like&him&
just&as&he&is.&&It&takes&Shrek&a&long&time&to&open&up&to&have&friends&and&
fall&in&love.&&When&he&does,&he&gets&confused&and&hurt,&and&thinks&he&
has&done&the&wrong&thing.&&In&the&end,&&though,&he&finds&that&he&can&be&
happy&and&have&friends&just&like&everyone&else.&
&
&
These&themes&are&important&for&everybody&in&the&audience,&no&matter&
what&age&they&are&because&everybody&should&love&themselves&and&
everybody&has&special&friends&somewhere.&
&
&
The&production&features&of&the&movie&Shrek&help&to&make&it&popular.&&
The&movie&is&a&computer&animation.&&This&is&better&than&live&action&
because&it&means&that&the&movie&makers&can&get&details&absolutely&
right.&&If&it&was&live&action,&they&would&have&dress&an&actor&up&like&
Shrek&and&it&would&not&be&the&same.&&&
&
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The&Donkey&would&be&very&hard&to&create&in&a&live&action&movie.&&
Computers&can&be&very&useful&in&this&kind&of&fantasy&movie.&&That&is&

why&they&make&so&many&computer&movies&now.&&In&the&past&they&drew&
cartoons,&but&it&took&much,&much&longer&to&make&a&movie&this&way.&&&
&
The&computers&can&speed&up&the&drawing&of&the&pictures&and&make&
the&pictures&much&brighter&and&amazing&to&look&at.&&Also,&famous&
actors&are&used&for&the&voices&so&that&it&really&comes&to&life&for&the&
audience.&
&
&
In&summary,&the&movie&Shrek&is&really&successful&because&it&brings&
together&great&humour&for&all&ages,&really&important&themes&that&
matter&to&lots&of&people&and&are&really&positive,&and&it&is&really,&really&
well&made&using&computers&and&famous&actors.&&Shrek&is&a&great&
movie&that&made&millions&of&dollars&and&made&lots&of&people&very&
happy.&
!
!
Now!it!is!your!turn!to!try!writing!a!simple!essay:!!Choose!a!
different!film!that!you!enjoy!and!answer!the!same!question.!
!
!
Essay!Question:!!“What!elements!make!______________!an!effective!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!film?”!
!
Introduction:!
In!the!introduction!of!an!essay,!you!begin!with!a!nice,!general!
statement!about!the!topic.!!So!for!this!essay,!you!would!start!with!a!
nice,!general!statement!about!your!movie.!
!
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
&
&
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Then,!you!look!at!the!essay!question,!and!you!find!a!way!to!write!
the!same!question,!but!in!your!own!words.!
!
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
!
Then,!you!write!a!sentence!giving!a!really,!quick!summary!about!
the!points!that!you!are!going!to!make!in!your!essay.!
!
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
!
In!the!body!of!your!essay,!you!spend!a!couple!of!paragraphs!talking!
about!each!one!of!the!features!you!listed!in!your!introduction.!!!
!
Make!sure!that!you!give!plenty!of!examples,!so!the!reader!knows!
what!you!are!talking!about.!
!
The!first!couple!of!paragraphs!are!for!Point!One.!
!
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
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_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
The!second!couple!of!paragraphs!are!for!Point!Two.!
!
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
!
!
!
!
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The!third!couple!of!paragraphs!are!for!Point!Three.!
!
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
!
Finally,!your!conclusion!gives!you!a!really,!quick!summary!about!
the!points!that!you!did!make!in!your!essay.!!And,!at!the!very!end,!
make!a!general!statement!that!more!or!less!states!your!position!on!
the!essay!question.!
!
!
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
_____________________________________________________________________________&
&
____________________________________________________________________________&
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!
Complete!this!maze:!
!
!
!

!!!
!
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12 Target Words for:  Time

Read this list quickly, forwards, then backwards, then forwards again.

nownownow thenthenthen laterlaterlater soonsoonsoon beforebeforebefore afterafterafter

yesterdayyesterdayyesterday todaytodaytoday tomorrowtomorrowtomorrow morningmorningmorning afternoonafternoonafternoon nightnightnight

 Choose a different Target Word for each sentence

Do your homework __________ you go outside.

Do you have sports _____________________?

I have reading class in the _________________.

It is very dark at _____________.
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7KHUH�DUH����QXPEHU��·V�LQ�WKLV�JULG���+RZ�TXLFNO\�FDQ�\RX�FLUFOH�DOO���"�

Speed:  __________seconds             Accuracy:  _____/15

9 6 p g 6 q 6 q q g

d p 6 p 9 d q 6 g 6

6 q 9 6 9 6 g 6 q 6

q 6 p q 6 d 6 9 6 9

How quickly draw 11 lines to join the matching letters?

R O I U Y T P E WQ A

T QW E R A Y U I O P

Speed:  __________seconds             Accuracy:  _____/11
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Sound out the words, and join up the words that end with the same sound.  
This means join up the words that rhyme.

bright             savour

blurt                wife

word               polite

through           flirt

knife                flew

waiver            heard

cough              stayed

shout              off

paid                 lane

house              pout

main               Queen

clean             mouse 

Look, Cover, Write, Check - 
Re-write correctly only if the first attempt was incorrect.

yesterday morning

today afternoon

tomorrow night
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Copy the first sentence in this short story...

I can’t believe I came face to face with this gigantic 
fish today.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

 Use these words to write the next 2 sentences in this story ...     

 adventures    imagine     tomorrow     amazing  !!!

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
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Look, Cover, Write, Check - 
Re-write correctly only if the first attempt was incorrect.

now soon

then before

later after

Another “Forwards - Backwards - Forwards”  Spelling.  Look at the word 
carefully, then close your eyes and say the word, then spell it forwards, then 

backwards, then forwards, then say the word again.  
Take turns with your helper.

yesterdayyesterdayyesterday todaytodaytoday tomorrowtomorrowtomorrow morningmorningmorning afternoonafternoonafternoon nightnightnight

Sound out these words three times, then trace them.  The “k” is silent in all of 
them.

cough      trough               

thought   bought    sought
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Sort these Target Words into alphabetical order, 
and follow them to help you solve this maze:

now     then     sooner     later     before     after

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����
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List three more words that start with the same sound as each of these words.

shoe   ________________________________________ 

knew  ________________________________________ 

trike  ________________________________________

swell  ________________________________________ 

Spell Check    Here is a passage with 5 spelling mistakes in it.   
Circle the mistakes, and write the correct spelling above each word. 

I put my coat on my seat.  I went to get some tost to eat.

When I came back, my seat and my cote were both gone.

I asked Pete to lend me a seet,  but he did not have one to 

loan me.  So, I ayte my toast standing up.  It maid me mad.

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����

&23<5,*+7��������3UHFLVLRQ�$FDGHPLFV�'HYHORSPHQWDO�&OLQLF



Draw a picture to illustrate ALL the elements of this passage.

Yesterday, the three turtles played hide and 
seek amongst the trees and rocks.  Their 

mother stood at the top of a hill, calling them 
to come home before it got dark.

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����
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Write 3 words which rhyme with “rate”.  
They may have spellings that look like this “__a__e”  or like this “__ai__”.

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

Circle the words which rhyme with “weave”. 

Leave Steve Rest Eve     Heave Cheese    Beef

Join up the words that rhyme

rail      code

read     save

load      hail

rule      lead

cave     mule

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����
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What has changed in this picture?   
!

________________________________________________________ 
!

�  !
!
!!!

Study these three pictures until you think you can remember them.   
Then HIDE them. 

!
!
!

�   �    �  
!
!

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����
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Without looking back, give a very simple description of  each of the 3 
pictures.  Then check, and fix any mistakes.  

!
________________________________________________________ 

 
!

________________________________________________________ 
 
!

________________________________________________________ 
!

If a giant mouse was trying to squeeze through a tiny hole, what would it 
look like from the back?  Draw this image. 

!

�  
!
!

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����

&23<5,*+7��������3UHFLVLRQ�$FDGHPLFV�'HYHORSPHQWDO�&OLQLF



Copy this passage making absolutely sure you have the correct spelling for each word.   
Pay particular attention to the punctuation. !

No matter how old you are, or whether you sit in the front seat or the 
back seat, you should always wear a seatbelt.  Even if you are only 
travelling for a few minutes, you must take the time to buckle up and 
stay safe. 
!
When a car is moving forwards, everyone in the car is moving forwards 
at the same speed as the car.  If the car stops suddenly, everyone 
keeps moving forward.  Seat belts stop us from flying forwards when 
the car stops. 
!
There are 85 words in this passage.  How many did you spell correctly?    ___/85 !

______________________________________________________________________ 

!
______________________________________________________________________ 

!
______________________________________________________________________ 

!
______________________________________________________________________ 

!
______________________________________________________________________ 

!
______________________________________________________________________ 

!
______________________________________________________________________ 

!
______________________________________________________________________ 

!
______________________________________________________________________ 

!
______________________________________________________________________ 

!
______________________________________________________________________ 

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����
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Circle and correct the three spelling errors in this sentence.  

The mayde put the milc in the pal.

Add an “e” to form new words.  Read this aloud when you are finished.

  fat becomes _________

  mat becomes_________

  rat becomes _________

   at becomes _________

  hat becomes _________

List 3 words that rhyme with cast

_____________     ____________     _____________

List 3 words that rhyme with spring

_____________     ____________     _____________

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����

&23<5,*+7��������3UHFLVLRQ�$FDGHPLFV�'HYHORSPHQWDO�&OLQLF



Try this super tricky maze using the hand you DO NOT usually write with.

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����
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Name these pictures.

  m _ _ e

f _ s _

   _ o a _

_ u l _ r

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����
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List three words for EACH of the following spelling rules.

__ u  __ e

________________________

________________________

________________________

__ o a __

________________________

________________________

________________________

__ a  __ e

________________________

________________________

________________________

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����
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Write a paragraph of at least 3 sentences based on this picture.
Use proper sentences.  You must write as if you are a 

SCIENTIST WHO HAS WAITED YEARS TO FINALLY SEE A TORNADO
Here are some words which you might like to include in your writing:

unbelievable   funnel   weather    finally    amazing   fantastic
 

  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����
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Draw a picture to illustrate ALL the elements of this passage.

In my wildest imagination, I never could have dreamed of 
what my town would look like as the tornado swept 
through, destroying everything in its path.

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����
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Write a paragraph of at least 3 sentences based on this picture.
Use proper sentences.  This time you must write as if you are a 

FARMER WHOSE HOME IS DIRECTLY IN THE PATH OF THIS TORNADO
Here are some words which you might like to include in your writing:

terrifying  devastating  safety  children  animals  shelter  underground

      

   
_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����
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!
!
Complete!this!maze:!

!
!
!

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����
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List three words for EACH of the following spelling rules.

__ e  __ e

________________________

________________________

________________________

__ o u g h __

________________________

________________________

________________________

__ e e  __ 

________________________

________________________

________________________

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����
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The Long U
If you put the letter “u” in the middle of a word and then you put the letter “e” 
at the end of the word, then 2 things happen. 

The letter “u” stops making the sound “uh” and starts making the sound “you”. 

The letter “e” makes no sound at all.  

If you have the letters “ue” in the middle of a word, the “u” makes the sound 
“you” and the “e” makes no sound at all.

So,   us  becomes  use

  dud  becomes  dude

  crud becomes  crude

  fuss   becomes     fuse

  dull    becomes     duel

  full    becomes     fuel

             cut    becomes    cute

Fill these in with an e at the end of the letter after the u,

   us  becomes  _______

  dud  becomes  _______

  crud becomes  _______

  fuss   becomes     _______

              cut    becomes    _______

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����
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Try this difficult maze.

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����
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The Long E
If you have the letter “e” in the middle of a word and then you put the letter “e” at the end of 
the word, then two things happen. 

The first letter “e” stops making the sound “eh” and starts making the sound “eeee”. 

The second letter “e” makes no sound at all.  

Or, if you put the letters “ea” in the middle of a word, the “e” makes the sound “eeee” and 
the “a” makes no sound at all.

So,  Pet  becomes  Pete

  met  becomes  meat

  wave becomes  weave

  led  becomes  lead

  set  becomes  seat

  net  becomes   neat

  red    becomes    read

            led     becomes    leak

Fill these in,

  Pet  becomes  _______

  met  becomes  _______

  wave becomes  _______

  led  becomes  _______

  set  becomes  _______

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����
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Sound out these words three times.  They all have the “or” sound in them.
Notice how each group spells the “or” sound with different letters.

horn  horse fork port Lord 

chord short snort snorkel

more bore wore pore sore

store snore shore swore

roar  boar hoard board 

coarse oar  

Fill in the missing letters

h___n h___se f___k p___t L___d 

ch___d sh___t sn___t sn___kel

m____ b____ w____ p____ s____

st____ sn____ sh____ sw____

r___r  b___r h___rd b___rd 

c___rse  ___r

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����
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Fill in the missing letters st and then read the list quickly three times. 
         

st

be___

re___

pe___

ne___

te___

que___

Join up the words that rhyme

!    rail      road

    lead      hop

    load      pail

    long      splat

    flat      plead

    stop        strong

Read this list 3 times getting faster each  time.

hop  hope   rat   rate   sam   same   plan  plane

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����
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Circle ONLY the words that rhyme with “wood”, 

no matter how they are spelled.

could cough should shall shoulder stood

would look foot hood sand dull

Here are some “vowel teams”.  These are pairs of vowels look different, but 
actually sometimes make exactly the same sound.  Please re-write each word.

“er”

baker   _________

dancer   _________

teacher   _________

perch   _________

serve   _________

jerk   _________

herd   _________

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����
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“ur”

church   _________

turtle   _________

fur   _________

nurse   _________

purse   _________

surf   _________

spurt   _________

“ir”

skirt   _________

shirt   _________

dirt   _________

bird   _________

first   _________

third   _________

thirst   _________

fir   _________

/LWHUDF\�'ULOOV�����
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STUDENT:__________________________DATE:_________ASSESSED BY:_______________ 

OUTCOMES AND PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

WORK SAMPLES: Select 3 to 5 pages of work from this Workbook to keep as a permanent 
record of the student’s current level of academic achievement, mastery and independence. 

*All Precision Academics Workbooks use LEVEL OF MASTERY© to assess student performance:                

LEVEL OF MASTERY© Scoring Key: 
 
1  The student has had exposure to this task, but has not yet mastered any aspect of this skill. 
2  The student is in the earliest stages of accomplishing this task and needs complete guidance. 
3  The student can accomplish this task but requires physical prompting and verbal assistance. 
4  The student can accomplish this task, but requires minimal guidance (eg. hint, reminder). 
5  The student can accomplish this task independently. 

 
 

OBJECTIVE A  Through'responding'to'and'composing'a'wide'range'of'texts'and'through'the'close'study'
of'texts,'students'will'develop'knowledge,'understanding'and'skills'in'order'to: 

• A. communicate through speaking, listening, reading, writing, viewing and representing* 
 

Life'Skills'
outcomes'
A"student:"

Stage'Three'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''
outcomes'
A"student:"

Examples'of'Specific'Indicators'
included'in'this'Workbook'Series:'

Literacy)Drills)23.1)to)23.5)

Level'of'Mastery©'
demonstrated''''''''''''''''
by'the'student''''''''''''''''

listens'and'responds'in'familiar'
contexts''ENLSD1A'
'

communicates'effectively'for'a'variety'of'
audiences'and'purposes'using'increasingly'
challenging'topics,'ideas,'issues'and'language'
forms'and'features''EN3D1A'
'
'

Student presents an integrated unit of 
work, communicating their ideas 
through visual, spoken and written 
texts. 

1  2  3  4  5 

communicates'for'a'variety'of'
purposes,'audiences'and'
contexts'''ENLSD2A'
'

plans,'composes'and'reviews'a'range'of'texts'
that'are'more'demanding'in'terms'of'topic,'
audience'and'language''EN3D2A'

 
• Student reads and answers questions 

based on increasingly complex 
scientific and technical texts, and can 
review texts to retrieve information. 
 

1  2  3  4  5 

selects'and'uses'language'to'
communicate'according'to'
purpose,'audience'and'context'''
ENLSD3A'

uses'an'integrated'range'of'skills,'strategies'
and'knowledge'to'read,'view'and'comprehend'
a'wide'range'of'texts'in'different'media'and'
technologies''EN3D3A'
'

Student is able to independently write 
short, legible paragraphs, using 
printed, pre-cursive or cursive 
foundation handwriting. 

1  2  3  4  5 

views'and'responds'to'a'range'
of'visual'texts,'media'and'
multimedia'ENLSD4A'

uses'an'integrated'range'of'skills,'strategies'
and'knowledge'to'read,'view'and'comprehend'
a'wide'range'of'texts'in'different'media'and'
technologies''EN3D3A'
'

Student can complete simple, 
supervised research using the internet. 1  2  3  4  5 

recognises'and'uses'visual'
texts,'media'and'multimedia'
for'a'variety'of'purposes,'
audiences''contexts''ENLSD5A'
'

draws'on'appropriate'strategies'to'accurately'
spell'familiar'and'unfamiliar'words'when'
composing'texts''EN3D4A'
'

Student can recognise and 
appropriately select from sets of 
homophones.  Eg. their, there, they’re 

1  2  3  4  5 
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• Some students with special education needs communicate through a variety of verbal or non-verbal communication 
systems or techniques. It is important to take account of the individual communication strategies used by these 
students within the content of the English K–10 Syllabus. 

 

OBJECTIVE B  Through'responding'to'and'composing'a'wide'range'of'texts'and'through'the'close'
study'of'texts,'students'will'develop'knowledge,'understanding'and'skills'in'order'to: 

• B.   use language to shape and make meaning according to purpose, audience and context 

 

reads'and'responds'to'a'range'
of'written'texts'in'familiar'
contexts'ENLSD6A'
'

'uses'an'integrated'range'of'skills,'strategies'
and'knowledge'to'read,'view'and'comprehend'
a'wide'range'of'texts'in'different'media'and'
technologies'
''EN3D3A'
'

Student is able to paraphrase 
information, using “their own words” 
as opposed to copying information 
directly from source text. 

 
1  2  3  4  5 

uses'strategies'to'obtain'
meaning'from'and'interpret'a'
range'of'texts'ENLSD7A'
'

draws'on'appropriate'strategies'to'accurately'
spell'familiar'and'unfamiliar'words'when'
composing'texts'
''EN3D4A'
'

Student can proof read his or her own 
text, recognising and self-correcting a 
reasonable percent of errors. 

1  2  3  4  5 

writes'short'texts'for'everyday'
purposes'''ENLSD8A'
'

plans,'composes'and'reviews'a'range'of'texts'
that'are'more'demanding'in'terms'of'topic,'
audience'and'language'
EN3D2A'
'

Student can produce multiple, 
speculative responses to a single, 
open-ended question.  Eg. “What are 4 
possible consequences if we allow 
rainforests to be destroyed?” 

1  2  3  4  5 

composes'texts'for'a'variety'of'
purposes'&'audiences'ENLSD9A'

plans,'composes'and'reviews'a'range'of'texts'
that'are'more'demanding'in'terms'of'topic,'
audience'and'language'
EN3D2A'
'

Student produces longer, more 
complex persuasive,  factual, 
expositional, narrative and descriptive 
texts. 

1  2  3  4  5 

Life'Skills'
outcomes'
A"student:"

Stage'Three'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''
outcomes'
A"student:'

Examples'of'Specific'Indicators'
included'in'this'Workbook'Series:'

Literacy)Drills)23.1)to)23.5'

Level'of'Mastery©'
demonstrated''''''''''''''''
by'the'student''''''''''''''''

explores'the'ways'in'which'language'
forms,'features'and'structures'of'
texts'vary'according'to'purpose,'
audience'&'context'ENLSD10B'

discusses'how'language'is'used'to'achieve'a'
widening'range'of'purposes'for'a'widening'
range'of'audiences'and'contexts'
EN2D5B'
'

Student reads more complex pages 
of text aloud, varying tone, pace and 

volume appropriate to the text.  1''2''3''4''5'

composes,'publishes'and'presents'
texts'appropriate'to'purpose'and'
audience'in'a'range'of'contexts'
ENLSD11B'

uses'knowledge'of'sentence'structure,'
grammar,'punctuation'and'vocabulary'to'
respond'to'and'compose'clear'and'cohesive'
texts'in'different'media'and'technologies'
EN3D6B''

Student demonstrates an ability to 
provide multiple choice, single 

word, short sentence and extended 
response answers to questions based 

on lengthy factual texts. 

1''2''3''4''5'

explores'the'ways'in'which'language'
forms,'features'and'structures'of'
texts'vary'according'to'purpose,'
audience'&'context'ENLSD10B'

discusses'how'language'is'used'to'achieve'a'
widening'range'of'purposes'for'a'widening'
range'of'audiences'and'contexts'
EN2D5B'
'

Student demonstrates an awareness 
of mnemonics to assist in memory.  

Eg. Word Association, Word-
Picture Associations, Acrostics  

1''2''3''4''5'

composes,'publishes'and'presents'
texts'appropriate'to'purpose'and'
audience'in'a'range'of'contexts'
ENLSD11B'

uses'knowledge'of'sentence'structure,'
grammar,'punctuation'and'vocabulary'to'
respond'to'and'compose'clear'and'cohesive'
texts'in'different'media'and'technologies'
EN3D6B'

Student produces page long reports, 
based on internet research into 

factual texts.  Eg.  “Prepare a one 
page report describing the plant and 

animal life within ONE of the 
Earth’s biomes.” 

1''2''3''4''5'
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OBJECTIVE C  Through responding to and composing a wide range of texts and through the close 
study of texts, students will develop knowledge, understanding and skills in order to: 

• C.   think in ways that are imaginative, creative, interpretive and critical 

Life'Skills'
outcomes'
A"student:"

Stage'Three'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''
outcomes'
A"student:)

Examples'of'Specific'Indicators'included''''
in'this'Workbook'Series:'
Literacy)Drills)23.1)to)23.5'

Level'of'Mastery'
demonstrated'by'

the'student'''

responds'to'texts'in'ways'
that'are'imaginative'and'
interpretive''ENLSD12C'
'

thinks'imaginatively,'creatively,'interpretively'
and'critically'about'information'and'ideas'and'
identifies'connections'between'texts'when'
responding'to'and'composing'texts'EN3D7C'
'

Student can integrate downloaded art 
(under supervision), with additional 

background scenery and details, to produce 
a stronger, more relevant visual text. 

1''2''3''4''5'

engages'critically'with'
texts'using'personal'
experiences''ENLSD13C'

thinks'imaginatively,'creatively,'interpretively'
and'critically'about'information'and'ideas'and'
identifies'connections'between'texts'when'
responding'to'and'composing'texts'EN3D7C'
'

Student can represent a visual concept with 
multiple, differing images – showing 

creativity, humour, attention to detail and 
variety.  

1''2''3''4''5'

 

OBJECTIVE D  Through responding to and composing a wide range of texts and through the close 
study of texts, students will develop knowledge, understanding and skills in order to: 

• D.   express themselves and their relationships with others and their world 

 

OBJECTIVE E  Through'responding'to'and'composing'a'wide'range'of'texts'and'through'the'close'
study'of'texts,'students'will'develop'knowledge,'understanding'and'skills'in'order'to: 

• E.   learn and reflect on their learning through their study of English 

Life'Skills'
outcomes'
A"student:"

Stage'Three'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''
outcomes'
A"student:)

Examples'of'Specific'Indicators'
included'in'this'Workbook'Series:'

Literacy)Drills)19.1)to)19.5'

Level'of'Mastery©'
demonstrated''''''''''''''''
by'the'student''

uses'individual'and'collaborative'skills'in'
the'learning'process''''''''ENLSD17E'

'

recognises,'reflects'on'and'
assesses'their'strengths'as'a'
learner'EN3D9E'

'

The student self-assesses with the 
expectation of achieving his or her 
highest possible standard of work. 1''2''3''4''5'

 

Life'Skills'
outcomes'
A'student:'

Stage'Three'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''
outcomes'
A"student:)

Examples'of'Specific'Indicators'
included'in'this'Workbook'Series:'

Literacy)Drills)23.1)to)23.5'

Level'of'Mastery©'
demonstrated''''''''''''''''
by'the'student'

explores'how'the'use'of'language'
affects'personal'roles'and'
relationships'with'others''''''''
ENLSD14D'

identifies'and'considers'how'
different'viewpoints'of'their'world,'
including'aspects'of'culture,'are'
represented'in'texts'EN3D8D'
'

The student uses appropriate eye 
contact, volume, tonality and body 

language of an effective and respectful 
listener and communicator. 

1''2''3''4''5'

responds'to'and'composes'texts'
that'explore'personal,'social'and'
world'issues''ENLSD15D'

identifies'and'considers'how'
different'viewpoints'of'their'world,'
including'aspects'of'culture,'are'
represented'in'texts'ENSD8D'
'

The student is able to read text aloud, 
with emotion, pace and variety to 

ensure they are matching the intended 
tone of the written work.  Eg.  Reads an 
suspenseful text with appropriate affect. 

1''2''3''4''5'

explores'the'ways'cultural'ideas'
and'perspectives'shape'a'range'of'
spoken,'written,'visual'and'
multimedia'texts''ENLSD16D'

identifies'and'considers'how'
different'viewpoints'of'their'world,'
including'aspects'of'culture,'are'
represented'in'texts'EN3D8D'
'

The student is able to write multiple 
responses to a visual text, from varying 
perspectives.  Eg.  “How is this image 
used to inspire people to save water?” 

1''2''3''4''5'


